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Istanbul Research Institute Explores the “Night” in its 20th Anniversary
“Illuminating the Dark!
Night Histories from Byzantion to Istanbul”
Istanbul Research Institute will host the international symposium “Illuminating the Dark! Night Histories from Byzantion to Istanbul” on June 4–5, 2027, at the Pera Museum Auditorium as part of its 20th anniversary program. Addressing Istanbul’s nocturnal past through the lenses of urban and social life, the symposium is currently accepting paper proposals until July 13, 2026.
Organized by the Suna and İnan Kıraç Foundation Istanbul Research Institute as part of its 20th anniversary, the international symposium approaches the history of Istanbul this time with a focus on the “night.” Titled “Illuminating the Dark! Night Histories from Byzantion to Istanbul,” the symposium will take place on June 4–5, 2027, at the Pera Museum Auditorium. The Institute has already announced the call for papers for the event.
Rethinking the Night
Rather than reducing the night to mere hours of darkness, the symposium aims to reread Istanbul’s more than two-thousand-year history through nocturnal experience. From Byzantion to Constantinople and from the Ottoman period to the republic, the temporal and spatial experience of the night will be discussed through diverse sources, disciplines, and methodologies.
Istanbul’s Night Histories: Layers, Practices, Transformations
The program will address a wide range of topics, from lighting technologies and night security to entertainment culture and devotional rituals, and from the night economy to labor history. The symposium seeks to bring together studies that examine how the night transforms everyday life, reshapes urban experience, and renders social boundaries visible.
A Historical Perspective Meets Contemporary Debates
The symposium invites research that connects historical inquiry with current debates, including light pollution, 24/7 urban life, gender and safety, night ecology, underground cultures, and minority experiences. In addition to studies that treat the night as an analytical category, the call also welcomes works employing sensory history, digital mapping, oral history, soundscape studies, and creative or performative methodologies.
Open to Alternative Formats
While research papers are expected to be presented in English, alternative formats—such as workshops, creative interventions, night tours, community conversations, and digital archive showcases—may be submitted in Turkish or English. Projects engaging with local communities are particularly encouraged. Further details about applications to the symposium, whose submission deadline is July 13, 2026, are available on the Istanbul Research Institute’s website.
Presentations will be 20 minutes in length. Applicants should send a single PDF file containing an abstract (maximum 250 words) and a biographical note (maximum 150 words), named according to the format Surname_Name_NIGHT2027, to night@iae.org.tr.
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